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Habakkuk Chapter 3 

Habakkuk 3:1 "A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet upon Shigionoth." 

“A prayer”: (Hebrew. Tepilah, “prayer” or “song of praise”): It was written to be used as a part 

of the public worship services of Israel. 

It was set to “Shigionoth,” which refers to the kind of music with which the psalm was to be 

accompanied. 

The following song, a victory ode, was to be sung triumphantly and with great excitement. 

"Shigionoth" means rambling poem. 

It possibly means the prayer was sung. 

Notice also, that Habakkuk is recognized, again, as a prophet. 

Habakkuk 3:2 "O LORD, I have heard thy speech, [and] was afraid: O LORD, revive thy 

work in the midst of the years, in the midst of the years make known; in wrath remember 

mercy." 

“Thy speech”: 

A reference (back to 1:5-11 and 2:2-20), where the LORD informed Habakkuk of His plans for 

judging Judah and the Chaldeans. 

“Revive thy work”: 

Knowledge of the severity of God’s judgment struck Habakkuk with fear. 

As though God’s power had not been used in a long time, the prophet asked the LORD to 

“revive” (literally “to quicken”), to repeat His mighty saving works on behalf of His people, 

Israel. 

In the midst of the years”: 

In the midst of His punishment of Judah at the hand of the Chaldeans, the prophet begged that 

God would remember mercy. 

In chapter 2, God had answered the prayer of Habakkuk. 

Now, he recognizes the fact that God has answered his questions. 
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The explanation of the punishment God will bring on the Jews, and then the total destruction of 

Babylon, has frightened Habakkuk. 

Habakkuk wants to go back to the time when God's blessings were upon the Jews. 

Habakkuk wants God to be merciful, and not complete the wrath He had spoken of. 

 

Verses 3-15 

These verses contain two poems (verses 3-7 and 8-15), recounting God’s deliverance of His 

people in the days of the Exodus. 

The poems emphasize His preservation in the wilderness and His triumphal leading into the 

Promised Land. 

“Selah”: 

This expression is thought to be equivalent to a musical rest, in which the reader or singer was 

instructed to stop and think about what he just read or sang. 

Employing figures from God’s past intervention on Israel’s behalf, taken from the deliverance of 

His people from Egypt and the conquest of Canaan, Habakkuk painted a picture of their future 

redemption. 

The Exodus from Egypt is often used as an analogy of the future redemption of Israel at the 

beginning of the Millennium (Isa. 11:16). 

 

Verses 3-4 

The Shekinah glory, which protected and led Israel from Egypt through the wilderness (Exodus 

40:34-38), was the physical manifestation of His presence. 

Like the sun, He spread His radiance throughout the heavens and the earth. 

Habakkuk 3:3 "God came from Teman, and the Holy One from mount Paran. Selah. His 

glory covered the heavens, and the earth was full of his praise." 

“Teman … Mount Paran”: 

Teman, named after a grandson of Esau, was an Edomite city (Amos 1:12; Obadiah 9). 

Mount Paran was located in the Sinai Peninsula. 
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Both allude to the theater in which God displayed great power when He brought Israel into the 

land of Canaan (Deut. 33:2; Judges 5:4). 

The statement "God came from Teman" is speaking of God coming to Mount Sinai to make 

covenant with the people. 

"Selah": 

Meaning pause and think about what you just heard, is an expression used many times in the 

Psalms. 

God, in the verse above, is Eloah, which means Deity. 

This shows that God is LORD and Ruler of all the earth. 

Holy One is another way of speaking of God, who is all-powerful. 

The glory of God fills the heavens and the earth. 

Deuteronomy 5:24 "And ye said, Behold, the LORD our God hath showed us his glory and his 

greatness, and we have heard his voice out of the midst of the fire: we have seen this day that 

God doth talk with man, and he liveth." 

Deuteronomy 33:2 "And he said, The LORD came from Sinai, and rose up from Seir unto them; 

he shined forth from mount Paran, and he came with ten thousands of saints: from his right hand 

[went] a fiery law for them." 

There is no other glory compared to the glory of God in the heavens. 

Psalms 48:10 "According to thy name, O God, so [is] thy praise unto the ends of the earth: thy 

right hand is full of righteousness." 

Habakkuk 3:4 "And [his] brightness was as the light; he had horns [coming] out of his 

hand: and there [was] the hiding of his power." 

"And his brightness was as the light": 

Of fire, of devouring fire on the top of the mount, to which the sight of his glory was like (Exod. 

24:16), which Kimchi refers it. 

Aben Ezra thinks the pillar of fire is intended, in which the LORD went before his people in the 

wilderness (Exod. 13:21). 

Or rather as the light of the sun shining in its full strength, Christ being the light of the world, 

and the sun of righteousness. 
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And so may describe him as the brightness of his Father's glory. 

Or his glory, as the only begotten of the Father, seen by his own disciples in the days of his flesh, 

shining through his works and miracles. 

Or as exhibited in the light of his glorious Gospel, which is the great light that shined on men. 

And in and by which they that sat in darkness saw light, and who were darkness itself were made 

light in the LORD. 

What a glory, luster, brightness, and light, did the Gospel spread in the world at the first 

publication of it! 

And be understood of Christ, who has beams and rays of glory on all sides of him, all around 

him; he is all glory. 

He is crowned with glory and honor, and highly exalted at his Father's right hand, above all 

principalities and powers. 

And "horns" being an emblem of power and might, authority and dominion. 

"And there was the hiding of his power": 

That is, in his hand; there his power, which before was hidden, was made manifest. 

And yet so little displayed, in comparison of what it is in itself, that it may be rather said to be 

hid than revealed. 

Or there, in his hand, lies his power, with which he hides and covers his people in the day of 

battle. 

Especially his ministering servants, whom he holds in his right hand, and preserves amidst a 

thousand dangers and difficulties. 

And keeps them for further usefulness (see Acts 18:10). 

God is the Light. 

He not only is as the Light, He is the Light. 

The "horns coming out of His hands" show the power of His work. 

"Horns" symbolize power and "hands" symbolize work. 

This could, also, mean that light was streaming from His hands. 
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The Light of God is like a garment God is clothed in to keep mortal man from seeing Him. 

Most who have an experience with God, see a bright Light, or a fire. 

The power of God is hidden in that Light. 

1 John 1:5 "This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that 

God is light, and in him is no darkness at all." 

Revelation 21:23 "And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the 

glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb [is] the light thereof." 

Habakkuk 3:5 "Before him went the pestilence, and burning coals went forth at his feet." 

“Pestilence … burning coals”: 

Recalling the judgment attending Israel’s disobedience to the covenant given at Sinai (Exodus 

5:3; Num. 14:12; Deut. 28:21-22; 32:24), Habakkuk accentuated the sovereign agency of God’s 

judgments. 

Both were a part of the divine entourage. 

The "burning coals at His feet" are compared to burnished brass. 

"Brass" symbolizes judgment. 

At His command, the pestilence moves. 

He sends the pestilence. 

He is also, the One who removes the pestilence. 

 

Verses 6-7 

The entire universe responds in fear at the approach of Almighty God (Exodus 15:14). 

As at the Creation (Isa. 40:12), the earth and its inhabitants are at His disposal. 

Habakkuk 3:6 "He stood, and measured the earth: he beheld, and drove asunder the 

nations; and the everlasting mountains were scattered, the perpetual hills did bow: his 

ways [are] everlasting." 

"He stood, and measured the earth": 
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This alludes to the ark of the Lord, the symbol of his presence, standing and abiding at Gilgal for 

the space of fourteen years, while the land of Canaan was subdued by Joshua. 

And then measured out by him, and divided by lot, as an inheritance to the children of Israel, 

according to the direction and appointment of the LORD (Joshua 13:1). 

"He beheld, and drove asunder the nations": 

With a look of his he made them give way. 

He drove the Canaanites out of the land, and separated them from one another, and scattered 

them about, to make room for his people Israel (Psalm 78:55). 

"And the everlasting mountains were scattered": 

Or, "were broken". 

"The perpetual hills did bow": 

The mountains and hills that were from the beginning of the creation, that were settled upon their 

bases, and never moved, now trembled, shook, and bowed. 

As Sinai and others did, at the presence of the God of Israel (see Judges 5:5). 

Or rather, figuratively, these may design the kingdoms and states, kings and princes, greater and 

lesser, belonging to the land of Canaan, which were shaken, moved, and taken by the Israelites, 

and brought into subjection to them. 

And in like manner kings and kingdoms, comparable to mountains and hills, through the 

preaching of the Gospel. 

And the power of Christ attending it, were brought to yield unto him, at the downfall of 

Paganism in the Roman empire. 

This is signified by every mountain and island being moved out of their places. 

And kings and great men calling to the rocks and mountains to fall on them, and hide them from 

the wrath of the Lamb (Rev. 6:14). 

"His ways are everlasting": 

And what he has done in ages past he can do again. 

His power, his wisdom, and his grace, are unchangeably the same. 
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And all he does in time, every step he takes, is according to his counsels, purposes, and decrees 

in eternity, which infallibly come to pass. 

Nor can he be hindered and frustrated in the execution of them; as he has begun, he will go on. 

As he has set up his kingdom in the world, he will support and maintain it. 

And though there are many obstructions in the way of it, he will go on, and remove them, until 

he has thoroughly established it, and brought it to its highest glory, which he has designed. 

All mountains and hills are nothing before him; he can soon make them a plain (see Rev. 11:15). 

Or, "the ways of the world are his"; the world is under his government, and all things in it subject 

to his providence. 

He can rule and overrule all things for his own glory, and the good of his interest, and he will do 

it. 

Everything is subject to his control, and under his direction; not a step can be taken without his 

will. 

This the prophet observes along with the above things, to encourage the faith and expectation of 

the saints, that the work of the LORD will be revived, and his kingdom and interest promoted 

and established in the world. 

Though there may, and will, be many difficulties and distresses previous to it. 

This measurement has to do with judgment. 

The mountains and the hills quake at His presence. 

They are His creation and are subject to Him as the people are. 

Joel 2:10 "The earth shall quake before them; the heavens shall tremble: the sun and the moon 

shall be dark, and the stars shall withdraw their shining:" 

He is Everlasting God. 

Habakkuk 3:7 "I saw the tents of Cushan in affliction: [and] the curtains of the land of 

Midian did tremble." 

“Cushan … Midian”: 

Probably referring to one people living in the Sinai Peninsula region (Exodus 2:16-22; 18:1-5; 

Num. 12:1), where Moses’ wife was identified as being both Midianite and Cushite. 



8 

 

Cushan is speaking probably, of Ethiopia. 

Midian is another country who was opposed to God's people. 

They will all tremble, when God takes vengeance for His people. 

 

Verses 8-15 

With rhetorical vividness, Habakkuk addressed the LORD directly, rehearsing His judicial 

actions against anything that opposes His will. 

Habakkuk 3:8 "Was the LORD displeased against the rivers? [was] thine anger against the 

rivers? [was] thy wrath against the sea, that thou didst ride upon thine horses [and] thy 

chariots of salvation?" 

“Thine horses … thy chariots”: 

Symbolic descriptions of God defeating the enemy (3:11, 15). 

This asks the question of whether God was angry with the rivers, or the sea, when He showed 

His power over them? 

The answer is no. 

He was angry with the sinful people, not with the sea, or the river. 

God was glorified to the people, when He caused the Red sea to part. 

He was glorified to the people, when He caused the rivers to turn to blood. 

God was not angry with these things of nature, but He was angry at the people who had made 

them gods. 

The Lord will come as King of kings on a white horse. Whether this is what is spoken of here or 

not, I cannot say. The Lord is our salvation. 

Habakkuk 3:9 "Thy bow was made quite naked, [according] to the oaths of the tribes, 

[even thy] word. Selah. Thou didst cleave the earth with rivers." 

“According to the oaths of the tribes”: 

The Lord’s arrows were commissioned under divine oaths (Jer. 47:6-7). 

This is describing the Lord as a warrior King. 
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The "bow being naked"; means it is drawn ready to use. 

God had made covenant with these people, and promised to deliver them. 

God does exactly what He says. 

"Cleave", is when the land is broken open. 

This could be by an earthquake. 

Habakkuk 3:10 "The mountains saw thee, [and] they trembled: the overflowing of the 

water passed by: the deep uttered his voice, [and] lifted up his hands on high." 

At the power and presence of God, as Sinai of old (see Hab. 3:6), by which are signified mighty 

people and nations, kings and great men, struck with terror at the amazing providence of God in 

the world. 

On the behalf of his own people, and against their enemies (see Rev. 6:14). 

"The overflowing of the water passed by": 

Which is usually referred to the overflowing of the river Jordan at the time of the passage of the 

Israelites through it. 

When the waters above stood and rose up as a heap, and those below failed, and were cut off, 

and passed away into the Salt sea (Joshua 3:15). 

"The deep uttered his voice, and lifted up his hands on high": 

Language very poetical, exceeding striking, very beautiful and elegant. 

It is generally understood of the deep waters of the Red sea, or of Jordan, or both, when divided 

for the Israelites to pass through. 

At which time, when they rose up, they made a great noise, and stood on a heap. 

And so the phrases are expressive of the roaring and raging of them as they rose up, which was 

as if they had spoken. 

And of the position in which they were, standing up on high, as if they had hands and these lifted 

up. 

We know that Mount Sinai quaked at the presence of God. 

This is what is spoken of here, as well. 
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What it is really saying, is at the command of God, the water will overflow. 

God's voice is like thunder. 

This sound came from the deep, so is, possibly, speaking of the roaring that accompanies the sea. 

Habakkuk 3:11 "The sun [and] moon stood still in their habitation: at the light of thine 

arrows they went, [and] at the shining of thy glittering spear." 

“Sun and moon stood still in their habitation”: 

As prominent symbols of God’s created order, the sun and moon are subservient to His 

beckoning. 

The imagery is reminiscent of Israel’s victory over the Amorites at Gibeon (Joshua 10:12-14). 

All of this is explaining that God controls all of these things. 

It is He that commanded the light to shine. 

It is by His command that it will stop shining. 

The shining of the spear, in this instance, could be speaking of lightning. 

God's presence is enough to cause all of the things we have read about, but His commands cause 

all the elements of nature to obey. 

Habakkuk 3:12 "Thou didst march through the land in indignation, thou didst thresh the 

heathen in anger." 

“March”: 

Literally “threshed,” the term is often used to depict military invasions and the execution of 

judgment (Judges 8:7; 2 Kings 13:7; Isa. 21:10; 25:10; Dan. 7:23; Amos 1:3). 

When the True God walks through the earth in indignation, the whole earth trembles. 

The threshing is like the farmer threshing the wheat. 

God fights for His own. 

He separates His family from the lost, as the wheat is separated from the chaff. 

Habakkuk 3:13 "Thou wentest forth for the salvation of thy people, [even] for salvation 

with thine anointed; thou woundedst the head out of the house of the wicked, by 

discovering the foundation unto the neck. Selah." 
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“Salvation with thine anointed”: 

Both the parallelism with verse 13a (“Your people”), and the numerous contextual allusions to 

the Exodus make this a likely reference to Moses and the chosen people of Israel. 

Who, as God’s anointed, achieved victory over Pharaoh and the armies of Egypt (Psalm 105:15). 

"Thou woundedst the head out of the house of the wicked": 

Not the princes of the families of the land of Canaan, as some; nor the first born of Pharaoh's 

family in Egypt, or him and his host at the Red sea, as others. 

Nor Goliath of Gath, smitten by David, as Burkius; nor Satan and his principalities and powers 

by Christ on the cross. 

But Antichrist the man of sin, that wicked and lawless one, who is at the bead of a wicked house 

or family, the antichristian party. 

Who received a wound at the Reformation; and ere long the kings of the earth will hate the 

whore, eat her flesh, and burn her with fire. 

And Christ, will utterly consume and destroy this wicked one with the breath of his mouth, and 

the brightness of his coming (Rev. 13:3; see Psalm 110:6).  

Kimchi and Ben Melech interpret this of the head of the army of wicked Gog, the king of 

Magog, taking it to belong to future time. 

And so some render all those phrases, "thou wilt go forth, thou wilt wound". 

"By discovering the foundation unto the neck": 

Or "razing the foundation" (as in Psalm 137:7). 

There seems to be a double metaphor in the words, expressing the utter ruin and destruction of 

antichrist and his party. 

Who, being compared to a building, will be demolished, and razed to the very foundation. 

That will be dug up, and laid bare, no trace of an edifice to be seen any more. 

And, being compared to a human body, will be plunged into such distresses and calamities, as to 

be as it were up to the neck in them, from whence there is no escape and deliverance. 

Some understand this of the princes of this head, or of his friends, and those of his family that are 

nearest to him. 
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As the neck is to the head; or of the whole body of the people under him, of which he will be 

deprived. 

And so be as a head without a body, and who cannot long survive them. 

Ultimately, it foreshadows a subsequent, future deliverance in anticipation of the Messiah (Psalm 

132:10-12), promised in the Davidic Covenant (2 Sam. 7:11-16). 

God is the Savior of His people. 

He will save Judah from the Chaldeans. 

He will send His Son and save all the world who will believe and accept Him. 

The "Anointed One" is Christ. 

He comes as Savior. 

The head of the house of the wicked could be anything, from the Babylonian head to the head 

over Jerusalem, when Jesus comes. 

We know the Babylonians were destroyed. 

We also know there will come a time when Jesus will reign as King of kings and Lord of lords. 

This perhaps, means all of those times. 

God knows whether the foundation is built on the Rock, or on sinking sand. 

Habakkuk 3:14 "Thou didst strike through with his staves the head of his villages: they 

came out as a whirlwind to scatter me: their rejoicing [was] as to devour the poor secretly." 

“They came out as a whirlwind to scatter”: 

A possible reference to the pursuit of fleeing Israel at the Red sea by Pharaoh’s army (Exodus 

14:5-9). 

Like the poor, Israel appeared to be easy prey for the pursing Egyptians. 

The Chaldeans had been so cruel in their conquest; they had especially preyed on the poor. 

They destroyed the rulers first, and then destroyed all who followed. 

This is just one instance of that kind of cruelty. 

It is all too clear that this type of thing will continue on, until the coming of Christ. 
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Proverbs 30:14 "[There is] a generation, whose teeth [are as] swords, and their jaw teeth [as] 

knives, to devour the poor from off the earth, and the needy from [among] men." 

Jesus, the Judge of all the earth, will change that. 

He will destroy the oppressor and bring peace to the earth. 

He takes special care of the poor, who cannot help themselves. 

Habakkuk 3:15 "Thou didst walk through the sea with thine horses, [through] the heap of 

great waters." 

“Thou didst walk through the sea”: 

Another reference to God’s miraculous, protective intervention on behalf of Israel at the Red sea. 

The historical event demonstrates His sovereign rulership of the universe and provides assurance 

to the troubled prophet that the LORD could be counted on to save His people once more. 

This speaking of the Red sea that parted into a heap, so the children of Israel could pass through 

on dry land. 

This also shows us, that God is with us in our greatest time of need. 

He is there to go through the waters of life. 

He will not remove the water; He just makes a passage-way for us to cross. 

 

Verses 16-19 

The instructions in the postscript indicate that this psalm was used as a part of the temple liturgy. 

It is a great psalm expressing obedience and praise to God, and trust in Him. 

Habakkuk ended the prophecy with renewed commitment and affirmation of faith, expressing 

unwavering confidence in God. 

Habakkuk 3:16 "When I heard, my belly trembled; my lips quivered at the voice: 

rottenness entered into my bones, and I trembled in myself, that I might rest in the day of 

trouble: when he cometh up unto the people, he will invade them with his troops." 

“I might rest”: 
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The LORD had answered his prayer (verse 1); the LORD would vindicate His righteousness and 

ultimately restore a truly repentant people (2:4). 

While the answer satisfied Habakkuk, the thought of a Chaldean invasion of his people has also 

left him physically exhausted and overwhelmed (Jer. 4:19). 

Nevertheless, the prophet could “wait quietly for the day of distress” because he knew the LORD 

would judge righteously. 

This was possibly, intended for Judah then, but is also for all generations who face their own 

shortcomings. 

Judah was to feel the chastisement of God for their unfaithfulness to God. 

Deuteronomy 28:58 "If thou wilt not observe to do all the words of this law that are written in 

this book, that thou mayest fear this glorious and fearful name, THE LORD THY GOD;" 

Hebrews 10:31 "[It is] a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God." 

We see that Habakkuk has great fear (reverence), of God. 

He is so weak at the presence of God that his bones seem to be rotten. 

His bones were like water. 

He had no strength within him. 

Habakkuk knows the invasion of Judah is certain. 

Habakkuk believes that he will have perfect rest in the midst of all this trouble. 

Habakkuk 3:17 “Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither [shall] fruit [be] in the 

vines; the labor of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be 

cut off from the fold, and [there shall be] no herd in the stalls:" 

"Although the fig tree shall not blossom": 

Or rather, as the Septuagint version, "shall not bring forth fruit"; since the fig tree does not bear 

blossoms and flowers, but puts forth green figs at once. 

This was a tree common in the land of Canaan, and its fruit much in use, and for food. 

Hence, we read of cakes of figs among the provisions Abigail brought to David (1 Sam. 25:18), 

so that when there was a scarcity of these, it was a bad time. 

"Neither shall fruit be in the vines": 
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No grapes, or clusters of them, out of which wine was pressed. 

A liquor very refreshing and reviving to nature; and is said to cheer God and man, being used in 

sacrifices and libations to God, and the common drink of men (Judges 9:13). 

So that, when it failed, it was a public calamity. 

"The labor of the olive shall fail": 

Or "lie"; disappoint the expectation of those who planted and cultivated it with much toil and 

labor, it not producing fruit as looked for. 

This tree yielded berries of an agreeable taste, and out of which oil was extracted, the Jews used 

instead of butter, and for various purposes. 

So that, when it failed of fruit, it was a great loss on many accounts. 

"And the fields shall yield no meat": 

The grass fields had no herbage for beasts; the grain fields had no grain for man; the 

consequence of which must be a famine to both. 

And this must be very dismal and distressing. 

"The flock shall be cut off from the fold": 

Flocks of sheep; either by the hand of God, some disease being sent among them; or by the hand 

of man, drove off by the enemy, or killed for their use. 

So that the folds were empty of them, and there were none to gather into them. 

"And there shall be no herd in the stalls": 

Or oxen in the stables, where they are kept, and have their food; or stalls in which they are 

fattened for use. 

All these are signified the necessaries of life, which, when they fail, make a famine, which is a 

very distressing case. 

Yet, in the midst of all this, the prophet, representing the church, expresses his faith and joy in 

the LORD. 

However, there will be very few lively, spiritual, and fruitful Christians, such as abound in the 

exercise of grace, and are diligent in the discharge of duty. 
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For, when the Son of Man cometh, he will not find faith on the earth; and he will find the virgins 

sleeping (Luke 18:8). 

The "fields not" yielding "meat" may signify that the provisions of the house of God will be cut 

off. 

There will be no administration of ordinances; the word of the LORD will be scarce, rare, and 

precious. 

There will be a famine, not of bread and of water, but of hearing the word of the LORD. 

One of the days of the Son of Man will be desired, but not enjoyed. 

So, no spiritual food in the use of means to be had; a very uncomfortable time this will be (Amos 

8:11; Luke 17:22). 

The "flock" being "cut off from the fold" may denote that the sheep of Christ will be given up to 

the slaughter of the enemy, or be scattered abroad in this dark and cloudy day of persecution. 

So that there will be no fold, no flock, no sheep gathered together. 

And perhaps such will be the case, that there will not be one visible congregated church in due 

order throughout the whole world. 

All will be broke up, and dispersed here and there. 

And yet the prophet, or the church represented by him, expresses an uncommon frame of spirit in 

the following verse (Hab. 3:18). 

The blessings of God upon this people are completely gone. 

Their crops fail, their cattle are no more. 

The fig tree symbolically speaks of Israel. 

The blooming of Israel is over. 

God has judged them, and they will be chastised. 

Habakkuk 3:18 "Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation." 

 “I will rejoice in the LORD”: 

If everything that was normal and predictable collapsed, the prophet would still rejoice. 
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Obedience to the covenant was a requisite element to the enjoyment of agricultural and pastoral 

prosperity (Deut. 18:1-14). 

Though disobedience would initiate the covenant curses (Deut. 28:31-34; 49-51). 

The prophet affirmed his commitment to the LORD; his longing and joyful desire was for God 

Himself. 

Even though his world seems to be collapsing about him, Habakkuk will rejoice in the LORD. 

Psalms 91:7 "A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand; [but] it shall 

not come nigh thee."  

The circumstances around Habakkuk do not cause him to be discouraged. 

He places his faith in the LORD. 

He is looking beyond this present conflict to the salvation he knows is for him. 

Joy is an inward knowing that all is well. 

It is not an outward show of laughing. 

Romans 5:2 "By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and 

rejoice in hope of the glory of God." 

Habakkuk 3:19 "The LORD God [is] my strength, and he will make my feet like hinds' 

[feet], and he will make me to walk upon mine high places. To the chief singer on my 

stringed instruments." 

“The LORD God is my strength”: 

God’s response to Habakkuk’s perplexities not only promised divine wrath but also provided 

assurance of divine favor and hope. 

Security and hope were not based on temporal blessings but on the LORD Himself. 

This is the essence (of 2:4): “the righteous will live by his faith.” 

“Like hind’s feet”: 

As the sure-footed hind, or deer, scaled the precipitous mountain heights without slipping, so 

Habakkuk’s faith in the LORD enabled him to endure the hardships of the imminent invasion, 

and all of his perplexing questions. 

“To the chief singer”: 
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Habakkuk (chapter 3), possibly served as a psalm for temple worship (3:1). 

This is just saying that believing in the eternal salvation of God will cause him to rise above the 

immediate problems. 

2 Corinthians 12:9-10 "And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is 

made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the 

power of Christ may rest upon me." "Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in 

necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I 

strong." 

It is not my own strength that I can depend upon. 

It is the strength that God brings me, when Christ dwells within me. 

Ephesians 3:16 "That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened 

with might by his Spirit in the inner man;" 

The best thing a person can determine in his work for God is that he cannot do anything on his 

own. 

It is God who brings success to our endeavors. 

There is no obstacle too large for God to overcome. 

Philippians 4:13 "I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me." 

Habakkuk Chapter 3 Questions 

1. A ________ of Habakkuk the prophet upon Shigionoth. 

2. What does "Shigionoth" mean? 

3. What fact has Habakkuk recognized in this prayer? 

4. What has frightened Habakkuk? 

5. In verse 2, Habakkuk wants God to be ____________. 

6. What is the statement "God came from Teman" speaking of? 

7. Where else in the Bible is "Selah" prominently used? 

8. God, in verse 3, is __________ which means Deity. 
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9. In Deuteronomy 33:2, who came with the LORD? 

10. The Right Hand is full of _______________. 

11. The brightness was as the ___________. 

12. What do the "horns coming out of His hands" symbolize? 

13. Most of us who have an experience with God see a _________ ______. 

14. In Revelation, why was there no need for sun and moon to shine? 

15. What are the "burning coals at His feet" similar to? 

16. The measurement of the earth had to do with ____________. 

17. Who is Cushan speaking of? 

18. When God showed His power over the sea, was it because He was angry with the sea? 

19. When the Red sea was parted, God was _____________. 

20. Who was God angry with? 

21. Verse 9 is describing the Lord as what? 

22. What was meant by the "naked bow"? 

23. What causes the light to shine? 

24. God separates His family from the lost, as the _________ is separated from the _______. 

25. Who is the "Anointed One"? 

26. What is verse 15 speaking of? 

27. Why would Judah feel the chastisement of God? 

28. It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the ________ _____. 

29. Verse 17 speaks of the blessings of God upon this people being ______________ ________. 

30. The ______ _____ is my strength. 

31. What causes Habakkuk to rise above the immediate problems? 


